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THE RICHMOND DISPATCH-- SUNDPAY, OCTOBER 2, 1887.

pETWEEN THE TWO.

CHAPTER 1
The two houses stood side l)y side on

iho white, dusty road which leads out
<y, Zite toward Tonlouse, The
I abruptly on to the

Ldoors op
r: " the front windows looked
om to the bosy lighway ; and,

o Tt when the outsile

T “were opened, an inguisitive

il s between the white

fin DAY,

by cotild

‘whet visitors had eome to pay |

A% 10 Mme, Amboise or
\ 1 aubre ;. but reception days
v week, aud the draw

swere generally elosed,

S | L !..":‘! ‘.' ]‘I'.l\ .'.‘1:""
the shady, gravelled conrd- |
1 Monsiear Lacambre
. where Monsieur lo |
A i b moked  his
Mesdames Lacambre

VOIK on

tiend
i 4 il II..I:"
Gubrielle, and
Lacambire's
arab Ooppor-

Y A w

w Joel, with a :
watelied her collect the bouks

I don't

wy darling.

ild go

9 * demands Mudemoselle,
‘ « You surely wou'ld
our boliday here i
Wouldn't f, indeed 7" eried Joel,
't pather rough on the
pot to go sud see hLer, do you
I would for one moment think of
ving you for two months 2"
Pech,” replied she, but sho did not
e meant to spub him ; “two
will soon poes ; though, alter
the time is really six woeeks, Bix
s pone like nothing st all."
o, vix, when you don't want it to
e lust six woeks—but when
ot is impatient for the end of it it is
Bo leruily
“I'ien don't be impatient,"” said Ga-
brielle plillosophically,  *<Why should
Jou? Nothing esn stop the time from

gt

w1l

“You burd-hearted ehild,” eried Joel,
ouly half in jest * llememln'l‘ we
cun't write to one spother ; at least I
cun't write 1o you, and the ﬁghloz you
= what I live for,”

My dewr Joel," said whﬂn’
Gl rielle, with un sir of .IIM’:
“1 wm pot hard. wad I sm
-E'J-lij.: to reason with you.

“Very well, my” darling,

&vey ; only kinm{ first,

t your reasoni

|
|
|
. AAOTIE,
X ‘He is not amiss repli
i
|

m, | inant

to England this |

TEASOT
for I foresee

here instead of going to England.  Of
conree, ay you say, for your wother’s
1 sike that would be impossible—but if

you did how shonld we be the better
off! Yon would not be coming to the
[ house for tho children's lessons, All
| the eallege people world be away ; we
shonld Iu-r!m'm have two or three
ohapoe words with one another under
every one's eye in some stupid dra wing-
room, What is that compared to the
cnnui of six weeks at Bt Zite thrown
on - yonr own resources?” And
Gabirielle looked into her lover's face
with an air of conviction,

“Tho ennwi would not be fatal,”
said Joel plaintively, *“If I go to Fog-
land—nt lenst, of course I am going,
but I shall uot stay all the time there.

I shigll eomwe baek, wod as to secing one |

nnother only in formal visits, that need
| not be,”
“ Do you mean that T eonld meet yon

far out of the question. I dare not—I
really—Listen, there ismy annt calling.
I must go. Yes, ma tante, I come.
Good-biye, my dearest, T will write to
youif I possibly enn.  Yes, 1 will, and
von must think of me; but to meel
yon and  Mudemoizells Gabrielle
shook her head sadly bt decidedly,
“Yow, yeu, ma tante, I come.  1do bt
finish laying aside the books,"

CITAPTER II1.

¢ Mnivog Loeambre was
The only son was eoming to spend a

onth with his purents, Madame La-
rambre wore her best black silk, and
Mensienr had disearded his usugl home
dressing gown and carpet
| elippers for an wlpaea eont and boots,
The Amboise ehililren were overawed
sto orderly behavior, and the chickens
wonld bave luud haleyon days if the wr-
rival of Monsionr Adolphe Lacambre
hnd not struek the death-knell of the
plumpest of them,

For Monsieur Adolphe was a groat
| personnge,  He hved n Paris, which
speaks yolnmes, and had to be treated
| aceording ly. In his persoual appear-

wnee he was porhinps a little disappoint-

ng—nt least Gabrnielle Amboise fonod
, but then her bean
utnonly well favored
homauity, with whom Mr.
it stature, sallow com
il gmall, irvegular featares
enter iuto comparisen.  As
t hnve been on the down-
forty, and his yenra hwd

on et

cosiumi of

be's sh

Pl
conld not

fo o, Lo mi
I

¥

i

il sud {

: eaw with a half
klic kat with her nnnt on the
wilde of the eonrtyard; while
lolphe and his parents sauntered,
wing of his arrival, up
o front of the chicken-pens,
A el to look st, is Lo,
nle ? e murmured to Madame
A i banse Wy hear Madnme Lacam-
L talk ome would huve fancied him an

] i Madome
H e were not
I think ko would

ly.
ronnd-shonldored
ite pus=able,’

chnrvitalile, ms
S Handsonme it
Madame Amboise «+ Mon-
mnn who hug maida
sl f |_\' :1||I'|:l_\'
his lovks are a
coidary consideration.”

Just then Monsienr Adolphe, a<if to

ahserva

] e

mnt

Ad '
good e tion |

SWVCTRLCE |

--||"\"ir-;| to pay his
g Ambolse,  Bat it
’ el ot Madame Ambois
it her mices that e looked while he

hiis ol nee o the most ap-

tomy
Ila Am
WETVINE

Lidolphia's

ir Adolplie noknowledged the
still more consum-

donbitless, like
L Zite 27 lie said,

d demurely and

Alien T mast note Ma

far, not fs o wil-
remetber

pars sined
1 totul ignorance
1 so much—si
lust visit."
roent, and the
it was paid did not
Clabrielle conlil not
wedd that this plain-
dle-aged bacli-
vr bimself of sach
pecch ; yot ghe felt ot the
more than a little tlattered
v wnd his admiting looks.
ro bad always been
mother as totally in
¢ of womankind.
UL wire here be-
med Ciabrielle, in reply.
Tig 1V ITL
t your of ‘i'--.‘, :'II 1 ]1 mi '\-i<']]-',
mt ot mine—uh, that
difference.  Two *years
« hefore one N to think
ad 1 eome baek to St, Zite to
v absence has been
i s that have
X charming ehilileen,
Madame—1I could searecly
vaized them, devoted as 1 an

| Hig
1

deed,” replied Mademe Am-
. ith  muternal  preocoupation,
v do grow wonderfully fast, espuoci-
wWeleine,”
1 NHow very charming!" answered
Monsieur Ad ‘-:1'1.--. quitewreelevantly.
It was npot s brilheut conversation ;
memordble than any
muienr Adolphe had
over joined. said, *How very
oherming ! at haphazard, and looked
| down on the dark enrly bair and pi-
face of Monsieur Amboise’s
| nicee. he was conseious of a most unu-
sation in the region of his

i

biut 1t was

unl  sen

“ | heart which impelled him to tulk any-

| “ i, £0Use Orf nonkRense, 80 tll,“!, he
{ win o glanee from those Liright

conld

e lhmwn cyes which looked so noncha-

lantly seross the courtynrd while he
| -li-\llll beside her.

| You have seen Paris, of course,
Mademoiselle 2" ho said presently, no
wore original remurk oreurring to hpu.
| 4 No, Mousienr; [ have not. You
| will eonsider me terribily provinei i, no
Joubt, but I must admit that 1 only
know the life of Paris by hearsay.”

+ And what opinion have you formed
of Paris by hearsay ¢"”

v Well,” returned Gabrielle, amused
v the solemnpity of his manner, i
bive gatbered that it must be vastly
wore amusing than life in 8t Zite,

it is yovy bright and gay and st-
tractive—ontwardly. There is always
a great deal to be seen and thonght of
sud a great deal of work to bo done ;
but for me it in a very lonely life—a
life the oharm of whick has long puafe.l

whnﬂp.mivur Adolphe f:]mke pathetically
and as if he were dealing with an ol

subject of lamentation, yetin truth this
was the very first time 1t lm.ll aver oe-
cnrred to him to deseribe his bachelor

i s lonely.
dﬂ'ﬁ:ﬂi you unt{nmv friends in Paris,

9 * naked Gubrielle.
D O, ye, fricuds us far 86 they g0 ;

hen one gots a chanoe view
bub it is we o of u trae, homelike

interior—that one’s own forlorn condi-
t.

snywhere 2 Oh, thut would be so very |

aveent there paseed o alight blush, and
he murmured something which she
could not Lesr, but of which she
enught the word * happiness,” After
whieh he bade the ladies good evening
and beat a hasty retreat and followe
his parents into the honse.

: w1t !;uml"] be smnsing if he were to
wve fallen in love after all,” said Ma-
dame Amboive, ns the door of the Mai.
son Lacsmbre closed, “It would be
renlly very funpy,"

_“Jtwonld Le still more funny,” said
CGial ru-llh. “if any one had fallen in
love with him, Ma, foi, ma tante, he
is painfully plain at close quarters ;
fancy hasing to sit opposite to such a
face every day of one's life 1"

“1 meant no allusion to kis looks,”
replicd Mademe Amboise somewhat se-
verely, * he has other attractions ; and
I have no doubt that if be did make
an offer to any woman he wonld more
probably be secepted than refnsed.”

* Good heavens, ma tante, howeonld
he' moke an offer of marriage? He
FCATCE ly knows hiow to talk to a woman.
| Did any one ever hear such wooden re-
| marks as be makes 7"

**Ah well, Gabriclle, you no doubt
ecdn afford to be (";i{ig"l__\v{m. who are
to richly endowed, ean regnire every
wan who goes n-woving to have a fine
face, n good Bgure, brilliant wits, and
a hiandsome fortune ; but let metell you
that a girl of sense prefers the solid to
the trivial,™

“ AL well, ma tante,”
Lrielle, unmoved by the sareasm of
this reproof, it will be time enongh
to scold me for depreeating Monsicnr
| Adolphe when Le comes wooing me. In

the wean time it matlers very little
| what I think or say of him.”

Perhaps Monsieur Adolphe's devotion

to the Amboise children wis gennine ;

| anyhow, it was extremely well assumed.

| He lost po time in renewing his ae-

quaintanee with them and i laying

sioge to ench of their affections as was

to be won by lavish presents of bon-
Lions and toys,

+ He's not balf bad," commented the
children in the course of a fortnight,
“althongh be looks such an old fogy.
‘He met us yesterday afternoon up at
St Antoive, and he bought us a lot of
penches ontof the garden of the woman
who keeps the wax-candles for the
shrine, and we sat on thie grass by the
chapel steps and ate them. Oh! it's
grand fun when Monsicur  Adolphe
meets us out for a walk, He talks to
CGabrielle, and we do just ae we please,
Galirielle never looks ab us,”

It was quite true. Monsienr Adeiphe
bad n wonderful gift of meeting with
the Amboise party **en promenade,”
und then of finding n good reason to
join them—or, mther, to join Ga-
Lrielle—while the children ran helter-

welter bebind and before them. More-
over, in the evening after dinner he -
variubly juined the group of ladies in
the courtyard in preference to stroll-
out along the bonlevards with his
futher and the Command  nt,

It wes very evident whither all this
was tending, and Madame Amboise al-
romdy admitted to herself that when
Mensicur Adelphe did make an offer of
worringe it wonld matter very vastly
what Gabriclle thonght of him and of
it. What shie did think it was not easy
to surmise, Sivee that first evening
chie had made no remurks to her annt
in confidence respecting their neigh-
Lor 8 BOLL.

Mudame Amboise was puzzled by
lier reticence, yet il was plain that sho
ditl not disconrnge her clderly admirer,

ud, from the long, pensive fits that
sometimes came over the gicl, her aunt
thought it possible that his marked at-
tentions might be making o conquest of
Ler e jlln[:"l o,

They bad not long to wait, Defors
fhree  weeks of Monsicnr Adolphe's
holiday bud gone h.\' there came an
JSternoon when he dressed himself inoa
olemm, elosely-fitting frock coat and ir-
Tepre achable continustions ; put his
extremitien into the glossicst of hats,
wloves, and boots, and marched with o
resolute step out of his parents’ front
door to that of the n-ljtu"n-lll house, He
was on his way to make a formal de-
maud for the lmnd of Mousieur le
Commandant's pennilees niece, It was
| eercmonious visit, The Commandunt
professed  himsclf overwh lmed with
the honor done lim in the person of
Lis ndopted danghter.

he avocat declared that it was b
Limself and no other whom honor
would be done, sinee one smile or oue
word from the peerless Mudemoiselle
Gabriclle was of more value to him

then any distinction with which he
| wight Le tempted.

“Yon know, cher Monsienr,” said
the Commandant with o shade of hesi-
tation, ** that my late lnmented brother
hued losses in business, My niece is
ubsolutely and entirely without dowry,
sud I am wpot in & position to rectily
defleieney.”

Monsionr Adolphe waved his shiny
elove with the air of o man who dis-
wisses o triflinr question.  ** To n sor-
did dowry of pounds, shillings, nnd
pence 1 am utterly mdifferent,  The
ludy's own clinrms form a dowry more

us inmy eygs than a Jismond

returned CGia-

pred
wine’

To anerotintion @med on in this
spirit there conld be hatone conclusgion.
Mopsieur Amboise was only too de-
lighted to give his nngnalified consent
io the avecat’s nnexpected proposal,
anil to feel assured, ns he howed his
visitor out that here was & very com-
fortable solution to the nneomfortable
problem of his nicee’s future,

'llml evening fll.“ ]i1wr1.\’ Wias e -I'-i'
¢d to the Amboise children to run
whithersoever the spirit of mischief
wipht lead them, while solemu con
clive was held by their seniors over the
momentous  question of  Monsieur
L dolphe's proposal,
| &1 wish, ma niece,” began Mon-
sienr le Commandant, **to have a few
winntes’ conversation with yon on a
most important snbject—1 meun abont
vonr future, Let me sce, you are, 1
Yelieve, three-and-twenty years of
npe ?"

< Throe-and-twenty ! " eried Madame
Amboise, ** My dear Charles sho was
nearly four-und twenty when she camo
to us last May yenr.'

wAl, indeed,” replied the Com-
mapdant. * You don't really say so?
I should scarcely lave believed the
time had flown so fast.”

“Noone grows yonnger naturally,
won ami,” returned Madame Amboisé ;
«t andl what is more serious is that when
n girl bas passed the age of four-and-
twenty wil\mul u single offer of mar-
yinge she has o fair chance of being an
old maid.” :

“ Yes, indeed,” added Mousienr Am-
boise. *“ And when, moreover, as in
our nicee's case, the girl has not a sou
to bless herself with, offers of marriage
are scarcely to be expected.”

Gabrielle's understanding would have
peeded to be far duller than it whhll[!]'
was for her not to have seen whither a

is was leading,
mfl sup g she suggested, **that
all men do not fall in love with mo-
»

m?:'l don't suppose,” replied her aunt,
sihat any man positively falls in love
with money ; but when & man thinks

of marrying money is , and,

uu.mle.a oung maa eannot afford to
look & o

OVETIOOF the fow who can alford it are

your lack of fortune makipg no ob-
!htl!—i?lmln whom we might"—
but the Commandant's efoquence was
too prolix for his wife,

* Come, Gabriclle,” she cried, inter-
rupting bim. *““Guess who it is; 'l
give yon three gnesses,” .

«1 don't peed to guess,” replied Ga-
brielle. **1 know without gnessing;
who e¢lse conld it be but Monsieur
Adolphe Lacambre 2"

u.\a‘h ¥, you sly little pugs, you have
gone and lost your heart to him ; after
all the cutting remarks you made about
him at finst. You needn't deny it.
You bave gone erimson, It's perfectly
delicions ! " and Madame Amboise
elapped her hands,

It is an uceqtinnn]iy good match
for sny girl," said Monsienr Amboise.

Then they went on talking it over;
they asked her no more qnestions;
they took her willing consent for geant-
ed, Gabrielle’s color came and went ;
her heart beat at double speed. A
pumber of sweet memories and solemn
promises came crowding into her mind ;
what eould she do? It wonld be so
dreadful to cast down her guardian's
l'ri;rhtﬂimctntinn! by telling him that
she was bound by promises he knew
nothing of to marry & man whom he
wonld never allow Ler to marry.

She had heard and read of people
playing fast and loose with vows and
promises ; she had alwiys considered
such characters, especially the female
ones, excessively wicked, She did not
with to be wicked herself, and she did
not wish to break poor Joel's heart ;
on the other hand, she did not want to
be poor all her life ; and, as to hearts,
Monsienr Adolphe had a heart, too.
At bis time of life arefusal wonld make
him very nohappy, and last, but not
least, ehe dared not—she positively
dared not—tell the story of herengage-
ment with Joel while he was far away
in Epgland. She had never forescen
nuything like this ; she was perfectly
Lelpless, atd ghe knew that she wonld
be misereble whichever way she de-
cided to act, X

“ I expect the Laeambres will come
this evening,” end the Commandant, in
conclusion, ** to hear the result of our
deliberations, When shall we say yon
con be ready, Gabrielle?  You know
Monsicur Adolphe is past the waiting
age, he will be in a hurry to have the
time fixed."

o In six wecks or go, T should think,"”
gaid Madame Amboise, * or a conple
of months at the latest. N'est ce pas,
Gabriclle 2"

“You know best, ma tante,” veplied
Gabrielle submissively ; and, having
snid that, she knew that the die was
cagt 3 that she wos g0 far on the down-
Lill road that turning back was all bnt
ipossible, and that she had yiclded
without a struggle, even without co-
ercion, every elaim to womanly con-
stopey aud womanly truth.

CHAPTER TIT,

It wae 9 o'clock one Friday morn-
ing, about ten days after Monsieur
Adolphe Lacambre had been ncoepted
as the affinpeed bLusbond of Gabrielle
Aniboise, 9 o'clock on Fridey morn-
ing—1ihnt s to say, it wwas macket-day
in St, Zite, and the Lusiest lour of
market-day to hoot, ’

In the narrow, ill-paved Cieande
Place there was a dense erowd of buyers
und sellers, struggling for elbow room,
and chafforing and bartering as if their
hope of future happiness depeaded on
the economizing of two or three sons,
ware or lees,  'The air was heavy with
the odor of richly-ripened fraits, and
alive with a hubbub of gatteral patois
and cackling of poultry. Every one
was busy, every one was in a buorry,
and what with the heat and the noise
and the erowd, and the diffieul
ty of getting the npper hand in o
largain, every one wos more or
out of temwper. At least, not quite
every one, for Joel Chester was in the
throng, roturned from Eogland a full
week earlier than he was due ot the
college, and he was so glad to find him-
self in 8t. Zite that he was in a radiant
good hnmor with every one—even with
the baskets whieh jostled s elbow and
the elnmey falks who trod on Lis toes.
In fact theso trifling indonveniences
mesod almost Hullnlﬁ'n-d, for he was
I-nul\ill;_' for Gabirielle Amboiss. She al.
wiays came to n..-trlu tona l?rill.'l-\' morn-
ing, carrying a portemonnaie, while old
Marie in attendanee earried n big bas-
ket, They did the bargaining in true
£t, Zite fashion, and it generally took
a very long while to make the basket as
henvy a8 Marie could carry it, and the
portemonnsio no lighter than good
wopsgement would allow,

Juel, from the vantage gronnd of Lis
superior stature, scauned the crowd
cagerly, but  not impatiently. He
should see her—that was enough, He
had missed Ler for nearly six weeks, a
fow winntes more or less at the end of
that was nothing. Meanwhile more
than one seductive offer of merchandise
was made to him,

“ Monsienr wants a
called out a white-capped
WOmnt,

s (r a fine basket of roushrooms, or
some potatoes 2" suggested her neigh-
bor,

+ Be quict, stupid ! eried a third ;
i Jost thon not seeit isthe Anglais who
is en pension with the Maliverts ?
Oue does not buy vegetables when one
is ¢n pension. Tiens, Monsienr, seo
what I can #ell you,” and she held npa
tunch of late roses. ¢ Five sons to
Mongicnr,” she added, seductively.
“There is not a bouguet like it in the
whole market,”

So Joel seenred if, and paid his five
sons without demur—prices, you sce,
differ romewhat between Covent Gar-
den and 8t Zite, Then, as he looked
np, the sunshine grew more radiant,
tlie noisy market beeame an illnminated
garden of Paradise ; his exile was over.

At the further end of the Grand
Place, anxiously intent on the baskets
of poultry, stood Gabrielle, his own
dear Gabrielle, It was wonderfual, con-
sidering the manifold obstacles between
them, how quickly Joel made his way
to her.

«'They are chickens well worth three
francs, Mesdames,” the poulterer wus
saying." :

“Yon jest, Monsicur,” returned
Gabrielle, with becoming housewifely
gravity ; ** such a price isabsard, ridicu.
lous, My aunt told me," she weut on,
turning to the servant—but as she
turned she saw Joel. A hot blush cov-
ered her face and neck ; then a terri-
ble chill seemed to wrap her round
from head to feet. Bhe not ex-
pected his return for at least a week ;
she bad intended to write and have
some kind of explanation with him :
she had never imagined meeting him
snddenly, face to face, and she had no
idea what she should say to him.

“My darling," he said softly, *1
lLave startled you. Forgive me for
making such an abrupt appearance, It
is g0 delicions to see you again,”

«Mon Dien!” ielle,
syon did indeed le me, 1 was
thinking of Iyuu this morning, snd 1
said to myself, ‘He ]5_'.'.."“ about a

less

fine melon?™
market-

week more in

« And you are glad to find you mis-
culcnhl«f? Say it was a nice mistake
to have made.”

.du
in

M1t is very kind of " ghe re-
piied desperstely, **but I must not
tuke them ; there are nodonbt a dozen
people lcoking at ns who will rejoice in
wuking mischief of this ; no, really, I
cannot take the roses.”

** Mademoiselle, see," eays Marie o
this junctore, *‘the woman gives us
the eliickens for fifty sous,”

*Very good,” says Chaliriclle, Dut
she sayx it in the same tone of voice
l':lllh_n bich she might have said ** very

ad. "

Then Marie lends the way to the
fruit-seller’'s. She sees it is no use to
wait for Mademoiselle to-day, and she
feels that it is very trying to have this
young man come and talk to Mademoi-
selle nnder the eyes of all Bt, Zite. She
wonders what on earth he is sayiog, and
whet Monsienr Adolphe would say if he
knew, It is rather lucky that he has
gone over to Colors, and is not likely
to be walking through the market that
morning.

“T1 implore you,” says Gabrielle to
Joel, who is still walking beside her,
“I implore you to go away.”

“I am going,” returns Joel deject-
edly. “1 sppose it's no use doiog
anything else. I'm sorry I've hothered
you. You see, during six weeks' ab-
sence from the plage, T had forgotten
there was any one in it but yon, Bul
before I go, whendo you thiok the chil-
dren will begin their lessons again ? "

1 really dor't wuow. I have heard
nothing about it ; p@rlulps they won't
have any lessons this terw,”

Joel was quite puzzled, her manner
was t0 strange.

“Oh, that is too much of & good
thing," he answered quickly. * You
must insist on their having lessona
It's our only chance of secing one an-
other.”

“IM see, 11 do what I can ; but
don't make too sure, Bee, there is Ma-
dame Lacambre. Good-bye.”

“Pother Mundame Lacambre,” said
Joel furiously, *Good-bye. Do try
und come for & stroll by the river this
evening. "

Then Joel was left alone in the jos-
tling erowd, with hig rejected bouguet
in his hand, He looked at it for a mo-
ment a5 if he pitied it, and then threw
it on the ground to be be trampled out
of recognition on the hot stones of the
pavement,

“(abrielle,"” said Madame Lacambreo
ab tho earlicst opportunity, **was not
that the English professor wifh whom
yon were walking and falking this
morning ?"

“It was," replied
meckly.

** And I saw him offer you a bouquet,
My dear girl, Adolphe would be ex-
tremely annoyed if e heard abont it.
You must remember that a very slight
foundation is enough to ‘give a girla
character for coquetting, The man
was following you about and talking to
you guite familiarly. I beg you, desire
you, to be moro reserved and discrect
i the streets,”

(iabriclle was too thankful to eseapo
without a rigid eross-examination to
resent this leeture, She would have
listencd meekly to n much more violent
tirade rather than prolong the disens-
sion by defending herself,

When Madsme Locambre had said
her say, the closed the sulject by beat-
ing a retreat.

That evening Joel wandered back-
wird snd forward along the river-path
where onee” or twice he *had had the
good fortune to meet Gabrielle stroll-
ing with ber nuruly charges.  Bob on
that partienlar oceasion, though Le
waited for lier until the stars blinked
down on him unsympsthetically, he
waited in vain, He did not blame ber ;
even when he grew weary of bis lonely
trysting-place he tried to blame him
self only for being so unreasonable as
to expect Ler to keep a hall promse ;
and when he had fonud a hundred
wood reasons for her absence he tarned
and took his homeward way.

This did not lead him, of necessity,
post the two honses in the Fauboury
Champenatier ; nevertheless, be chose
that it should, as being more satisfac-
tory to Lis disappointed expectations.

But the outsnde view of elosed shut
ters und doors did not prove very
soothing, and the dimly lighted, silent
road hnd n gad and depressing effect, as
he thought bow far and bow engerly
hie had travelled apparently for nothing
but to realize bow forelorn & man can
farl.

Presently, as he suntered slong, he
heard steps and voices coming toward
him, and, just where a gas lawup maile
recognition possible, he met a family
party, of which he recognized the first
group at a glanee, It consisted of th
Lacambres and Amboises. Behind
theee walked s stranger to Jocl, a
short, dark man, and with him a lady,
to whom he was talking eagerly, and
whose hand rested on his arm.

Joel's heart gave a ﬁre.—nl jump; the
gns lamps seemed to shoot out ilashes
of lightning to illominate the faces of
these two—the one unknown fo him,
the other known so well, At first he
almost doubied his own eyes ; almost
fapcied that Gabrielle's face was so
strongly fixed in his thouglts that his
imagination was playing bim a trick.
Thes passed close by him.  Apparently
Gubriclle did not see bim, yet he raised
his hat mechanically, and then turned
to look after her, **Who isit that,
mon amie?” he heard the man ask.
Snrely it was & mistake ; no wan conld
call Gabrielle *“ mon amie.”

o] think it was the children's Eng-
lish master,” eame back Gabrielle's an-
swer on the still night air. Joel's framo
of mind that night was by no mea
envighle, For the matter of that, Ga-
brielle's was quite aslittle to be coveted.
Iler ope regret was that she had oot
written her lester breaking with herold
love before she was so far on with the
pew, It had seemed such a formidable
undertaking that she had staved it off to
the last moment, and had staved it off
too long.

£he ﬁid net think she eould Lmsai'ol y
muster courage to tell him to his face
that she had played him false at the
tirst texeptation.  Bhe knew she would
have to begr & torrent of reproach from
liim if she gave him the opportanity of
reproaching her; for, thongh she had
contrived to justify her conduct to her-
self, she did not expect to suceeed in
justifying it to him ; he was too hot-
hieadéd snd romantie to listen fo the
arguments of rmdenm and common
gense, She had had great diffienlty in
persuading him to keep his love for her
a secret ; he would certainly think that
ghe ought to have told him all that had
wassed between them ; to have refused

onsicur Adolphe's advantageous offer,
and have set hersell, in oppositson to
ler guardians, to insist ona long, wesry
m&nh which might after all come
o

n .

For husr could she bo sure that Joel
would be true to her for an indefinitely
lonlﬁ time, and would work on patiently
wi

ouk ngmuni that he 80 hawm-
pered himself 7 Bhe tho

ht it more
ence woul
have put an end to their romanca some
:;en it she had not taken the
ve.
That was the possible end to
such folly—yes, folly ; it was no
else. 1t was a pity one bad to pay suc
8 mto: folly, "If it could ouly beull
ra out a8 it had never been! It

Gabrielle very

the Maison Amboire, and Joel was not
to intimate a friend of the family that
he ehould f:seet to be received when-
ever Lo should present humself. Never-
theless, the day after he bad spoken to
Galrielle in the Grande Place, be did,
nlter due deliberation, knock at her
unele's door and ask if he conld see

| Mensicor le Commandant on private

bnsiness of importance,

The orderly looked surprised, He
was quiet nsed to epen the door to the
Ergheh Frofessor, end to tell the
yourg ladies subsequently that the
were wanted in the *salle d'etude™
but to announce him, on & by-day too,
as & visitor with important business to
Morsgienr le Commandant was quite
snotber matter.  When he returned to
the kitchen Jean speculsted with
Marie as to what such a visit might
mwenn ; and Marie took that oecasion to
tell Jesn how Monsicur Shastaire hud
spoken to Mademoiselle and offered
bier roses the l]ll)' before,

“Ma feil” eried Jean, ** Roses, in-
deed ! It isfor Monsicur Adolphe to
provide roses, 1 shonld say."”

“8he refused them,” said Marie with
dignuty.

In the mean time Joel, his heart heat-
img in denble-quick tune, was pacing
the dmwing room and rehearsing his
opening sentences while he awaited the
appesrance  of Gabriclle's guardian,
The Commandant finished his cigarette
in the conrtyard, aud then changed his
dressing-gown for bis undress coat.
The idea of important business with
the English Irofessar did not stimnlate
bis curiosity or hurry his movements.

“Yon have known me for some time,
Monsienr Ambaoise,” Joel began nssoon
as the formal bowing and grecting were
over., 9“1 need not, T believe, offer
you any further proofs than yon have
under your eyes that I am a man of re-
gpeetabile birth and edneation.”

The Commandant bowed § not seeing
what this beginning might lead to, he
maintained o disereet silence,

“0Of course I am not at all arvich
mnn,"” continned Joel ; ** indesld, if yon
know the amonnt:of my salary at the
college yom know thut I am rather a
poor man, "

Hin listener bowed again, and felt
still more in the dark,

#] have mentioned my eircum-
stanecs nt once, Monsieur,” l‘l'lN.'l't"{‘.l}
Joel, braeing himself for the great pall,
theennse I do pot want to mislead you
or to misrepresent my position in any
woy. Of course, to most people it
wonld gonnd very msh after what 1
bave just said, if 1 go on to say
that T wish to enter into an cngage-
ment—1 menn an engagement to be
murried.”

Monsienr Amboise opened his eyes
as wide as he conld, pursed up his lips,
and shook hig hend lowly,

“If you hiave done me the honor of
coming to me for my advice,” he said
decidedly, **it will soon be given,
less the Indy bas w fortvne to supply
your deficit you had better put such o
project ont of your head,”

o Well,”  replied  Joel  mefully,
“though your opinion is so decided
and thongl everything depends on your
opinicn, I connot take it at once. The
lndy Lusn't o peuny, but she i used to
Lieing poor ; shy doesn't mind poverty
ut all,

« 1t 18 eany for a woman not to mind
poverty,” returned the other, dryly,
vas long as poverty doesu’t o
eIl felt very foreibly, Bhe v
wind it fust encueh when the time
comes in which ¢he hus to look
timed st every sou Lefore she ve
to deeide whether it shall go to the
buteher, the milkman, the buker, or
thie clothier, and when she Leging to be
dunned for delits whick she could not
Lielp inenrzing.”

o Bat,” argued Joel, *if o woman
ling been traimed in poverty it must
mnke o ditfervnee.”

Yt ca

niures

e Lo lli,'].'rlr'n'\ il'f.l-'{:*,
my pood sir. Food and clothing ar
facts, #o is botseroom, and they all
mean an income if they are to be én-
joyed.
if she has been truined in searcity she
knows what it is, and will certainly try
to murry to better hersell ; that is, af
she lina nny sunse. I conhl give you i
we in point,  And, a8 to yourself,
if yon'are poor, yon have—withont
flattery—eertain personal advantages.

by which yon might easily win a wife |

wrnd o fortune

“That iz really neithor here nor
there,” said Joel, *Of conrse | should
pot huve pre sumed to come to talk thns
mwatter over with you il you had not
Lind some gpecial connection with S |
have senrecly nny hope of a favorahle
apswer after what yon have saud;
neverthioless,” here Joel’s heart beat so
that he could hear it. 1L had hoped
that yon would sanction my engage-
ment to your pices.”

&1 fonr, Mons

" replied the Com
mandant, *‘that 3 givings are
well founded, Under no circumstanecs
conld 1 have approved of such an im-
t nreangement,  But there isa

her and substantial bar-
rier, of which, Id think, you can
senrcely be ignomnt. My niece is
already engnged to be mnrried in Octo-
ber to my old friend, Monsieur Adolphe
Lacambre,”

To say that Joel was stunned by this
anuouncement is to say very little, He
bad come to Monsicur Ambaoise fully
resolved on making s desperate effort
to put an end to an mmbignous posttion.
Ut' liad reckoned IJIIIf. even il her
upele refused his suit, the open ac-
knowledgement that Ler word had been
plighted to him wonld set hor apart in
some degree for him.” He thought it
possible he might eall down the anger
of the Amboises by telling the secret of
their engogement, bat he bad never for
@ moment imagived that he should be
met by the news that their engagement
existed no longer—that it was cancelled
by one more definite and more advan-
tageons,

He roge from his sent and took a step
forward.

It is impossible, Monsicur,” he
gasped, * it 18 impossible that she can
have given her consent ; she has been
coerced into saying sbe will marry,”

“Nothing of the kind, Monsieur
(hester. It grieves me to see you so
deeply pained, but phturally I eannot
listen to any such comments on family
matters which do not concern an out-
sider.”

Joel's throat was dry, bis tongue felt
too large for Lis mouth, his head swam,
and he was not sure whether the great
tears which persisted in blurring his
sight were not finding their way down
his checks.

ssCan I see Mademoiselle for a mo-

ment?” he asked. *I must say one
word to her, 1 havg a right to ask this
mugb.”
“Certainly not Monsicur.” As the
Commandnnt spoke, he rose to termi-
nate the interview. * You are spenk-
ing very unreasonably. You must par-
don me, but I have an appointment
which I cannot delay any longer. Take
my adviee snd put this matter out
of your thoughts as quickly as possi-
ble."

And the Commandant bowed his

and exed visitor out.
that evening a note was sent to
the Maison Amboise. It wasaddressed
to Mademoiselle Gabrielle, and was in-
to be (kbli;'mul with the

then he tore it into nWhﬁ
ments, so that never ome word of
reached the eye it was intended for.
Gnbrielle herself had been much ex-
ercised all the afternoon with the com-

position of a letter, much than
the one quoted nbuv:hln w she set
forth nt great length the good rea-
sons she bad had for uﬁ her
lover’s abeenee as if he did not

“0f course,” she said, *“her affec-
tion for Monsieur Adolphe would never.
equal the passionate love she had given
to ber old lover; but then the passion
had been foolish and reprehensible,
while her sentiments toward Monsieur
Adolphe were sanctioned by her guar-
dians,” &e.

When the letter had been carefully
rend over and sealed she carried it ont
and ]l\ut it into the post with her own
tupd, #o that in dne time it reached
poor Juel, apparently in answer to his
uwn.

When this'was done CGabrielle felt o
considerable load off bher mind, Joel
wis done with now. She must do her
Liest to pyoid him, which wonld be easy
encugh when the college reopened ; in
u few weeks Lier marriage would put an
endd to the diffienlt situation,

Her spirits rose at the thonght that
she had so fur set berself straight ; she
wis more inelined to be affectionate to
Monsieur Adolphe than she had ever
telt before, But Monsicur Adolphe
seemed mther preoccupied that eve-
ning, nt times cven depressed ; and
when Gabrielle ventured to ask him if
auything ailed him he told her that he
Liad had a letter which had worried him.

¢ Nothing serions, I hope " said Ga-
brielle, fecling that her fiance’s worries
must be her worries, too.

1 eannot say,” returned Monsienr
Adolphe, *1'm afraid it is serions;
that 18, to some one—I do not mean to
myself.”

1f Monsicur Adolphe’s eyes had been
large nand beantiful mstead of small and
uninteresting Gabrielle might bhave no-
ticed their plaintive expression as he
leoked into her face,

“It is a friendd of mine—a man I
know very well—a person I am much
attnehed to,” he continued, with a
wirmth qnite unnsual to him, ““ who is
in nvery sad position just now. He
would like me to go to Paris and be
with bim for the next week or so,”

“And shall you go?™ asked Ga-
brielle, somewhat surprised to hear for

Un- |

=¥ |

As to o woman's training, why, |

the first time of a frend who had so
much hold on her flance’s feelings,

| #0Oh, yes; Ishall certainly go, with

all possible haste, 1 shall take the
enrly train to-morrow from Cahors.
Perbops I onght to have made the
effort to go to-night, but I wanted to
tulk to you tirst,”

« And who is he, this friend of yours ?
Have yon known bim a long time 2"

¢ Yog, I bave known him for ages—
pot =0 well as I might have known
him, bmt ns well ns nnybody does, He's
| yather o queer fellow to manage, and 1
gave him sgome bad adviee not long
+ thot's what has bronght him into
trouble, You see, | must stand by
i, ™

s Lguppose yon must,” veplied Ga-
brille,  ** Amd what is there you can
do for him 7 s Le inwoney-trouble,
or whint 2"

“Well," sail  Monsieur Adolphe,
lowering his tone and watching  her
closely, *“it's an aduir of the heact,
and w vory delicate matter.  Noturally
I knpow but little abont such matte
anid a few weeks ago 1 knew even less |
o [ was a bad conusellor, nmd I am
chiefly to blame for the hobble my
friend bus got himself into.”

v Penr me ! exclaimed Gabrielle ;
“f had no idea you had ever hielped
with watch-mwaking. Yon do astonish
me!”

“1 pstonished Iu.!‘-it'|f," e r"li“l'll.
with a grim smile, 1 faneied T was
doing somwething so praiseworthy, but
I wasn't. You will searcely beliove
we when T say that T was totally de-
etived.  Of course in my profession,
aud with my experience of fife, 1
don't like to fecl © have been imposed

upo.

| "t But how were you imposed on? 1
can't mwake out elearly what the story
is or what yon bave to do with it.”

| “Upfortunately, T ean't tell you the
whole story, It wonldu't do to betray
wy fricnd'’s confidence, But 1 am sure
von wottld pity him from your heart if

Hgo

{ you knew how bitterly Tie i disap-
| I inted in the woman 1 lie—that is, |
Lauckily

erstiaded him to Propose to.

Lr bss fotnd ont all the misehief before

it i tao late, and T am going to Paris

to break off his ongagement for him,

What he wanted falling in loveso madly

at his time of life I can’t imagine, It
| will cost him many a miserable hour ;
| but he has some sense left, und he pro-
| fers to suffer this sharp wrench thao to
| tie hiwself for life to a woman who has
| no iden of truth or constaney.”
| s Perbops ke is right,” said Ga-

brielle, * but I am not sare.  Of course
| no woman ean be fanltless ; perhaps he
I8 OVOr BeVETre.

*XNo, he isn't—mno, he isn't,” re-
fnrued  Monsieur Adolphe,  ** 1 told
you be is rather odd, but he's quite
right about this. I dare say nine men
out of ten would have taken it philo-
sophicully, e is the tenth, and he
can't,”

“1'm awfully sorry for him,” said
Gabriclle, 1 hope Le'll soon get over
it."

“Thank you—on bis behalf, T' tell
liim yon are sorry for him. I'm sure
he will value your sympathy."

“ And you go carly to-morrow morn-
ing 7"

G Yes," answered Monsicur Adolphe
very sadly, **quite early—so I will say
-[_lrl'l]-ll)l‘ I{J-Ili[,,’]ll,"

« And when shall yon come back 2"

¢ Come back—ah yes—yos—I must
write to you and tell yon all about that—
now, adien,”

Then Monsienr Adolphe, who during
his strictly Gallic courtship had not
ventured on such a familiarity, drew
Gabrielle’s face toward him and press-
ed his first and last kiss on her lips,

The promised letter from Paris was
not long in coming. Its contents were
very startling. This was how Monsieur
Adolphe amplified his friend’s story :

Yon must forgive me when I eonfesa
thiat I was speaking in parables at our
last conversation. The difficulties I
spoke of were real, but the friend was
imaginary. The deception was prac-
ticed on me in propria peraona, The
engagement to be broken is the one
which has existed between you and me,
I will bear apy blame you choose to
lay upon me, ratlier than fulfil that en-
gagement, since I know that yon were
alrendy bound by your own free choice
when you sccepted my offer of mar-
ringe. In my eyes that previous promise
of JDIII:JNI n‘nqu woti'khleu any
promise ¢ subsequently to me,

A Lmnll.

Beyond this there was no word to

show how ¢ he was snd
B o i by

elt himself
the only woman he had m'md "
The Amboises were very with
everybody—with Monsieur
with' Gabriclle, and with the
Professor. 1t wos, however,

ultimate fate of Oa
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